general practitioners, systems specialists and pndiatricians, however, will probably continue to seek their information from the standard texts and review articles. DAVID Wound healing and its related biological phenomena of inflammation and hemostasis are of such fundamental importance in the protective mechanisms of the body that there need be no excuse for asking that medical students should study these processes in depth. This interesting book aims at presenting the basic biological processes of wound healing in their widest sense from initiation of the wound to final resolution. These steps include the role of blood and inflammation, antibody formation and lymphoid function, endocrinology and pharmacology, nutrition and biochemistry of protein synthesis and collagen. There is a final useful chapter on animal experimentation in wound healing research.
The text is readable, the illustrations are profuse and clear, there are useful glossaries of terms and lists of suggested readings. This book can be recommended as a useful introduction to this important area of applied biology.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor of Surgery, Westminster Hospital Medical School
Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Cytopathology by Chandra Grubb MB BS PhD pp 72 illustrated £15 Aylesbury, Bucks: HM + M 1977 This is a singularly beautiful book. Its large-sized. art paper pages are filled with the clearest colour microphotographs of histological sections and Papanicolaou stained cytology smears it is possible to obtain. There are some 314 colour photographs in all.
Many thousands of doctors and nurses have taken cervical and vaginal smears from millions of women and received reports on them. Most will never have seen the slides after their processing in the laboratories, in which hundreds of technicians and doctors work. In the laboratories there are daily problems of interpretation of the slides. This book, which will deservedly find a place in most laboratories dealing with cytology to help solve these problems, must also interest everyone who is accustomed to receiving reports on smears. Their meaning is often ill understood, because the ap-pearance of the prepared slide can not be visualized. This book not only provides the visual image, but also clear legends to each photograph and a short introduction to most of the major sections.
It will not supplant Professor Wachtel's and others' excellent and popular textbooks. They are totally different. This one brings, in Professor Charles Douglas' words, 'an added dimension of almost cinematic quality ... which displays the pattern of change and permits easy recognition of misfit or bizarre arrangement.' It does this for slides showing normal appearances and nonmalignant and malignant abnormal appearances. This book is an account of a symposium held in the Center for Continuing Education at the University of Chicago, in 1975. The organizing committee did not set out to undertake an exhaustive review of all that is known concerning hypertension in pregnancy. Instead they have pursued a much more valuable approach, and have studied in depth the areas in the subject where active research is taking place. The quality of work described in this book and the standard of presentation of the forty-three articles it contains are both very high.
Particular unresolved controversies stand out. Is there a specific renal lesion in 'pure' preeclamptic toxxmia and if so, what is its incidence amongst the mass of patients with hypertension in pregnancy? Robson argues that all the components of the glomerular lesion may be seen in biopsies from patients with other conditions. Spargo believes that 'glomerular capillary endotheliosis' is unique to preeclampsia. Weir and his co-authors from Glasgow maintain that the renin angiotensin system is relatively depressed in hypertensive pregnancy. He is supported by Weinberger from Indianapolis, but a contrary view is taken by Symonds from Nottingham who finds elevated levels of angiotensin in hypertensive pregnancy. There is speculation that inactive renin may also be involved.
There are intriguing articles from Redman who shows that patients with pregnancy hypertension have a reversal of the normal diurnal variation in blood pressure, and from Elebute and Mills who review the place of kallikrein in normal and hypertensive pregnancy. Individual sections deal with epidemiology, pathology, physiology, uteroplacental function and animal models.
The standard of production of this book is uniformly good. It is highly recommended and will provide an invaluable source for workers in the field for several years to come. M Press 1976 In this very readable book, Professor Mims argues the case, made out in his preface, that the centrally significant aspect of medical microbiology is the mechanism of microbial infection and pathogenicity, and that the principles are the same, whatever the infectious agent. Not unnaturally, the viruses are used to exemplify most situations, but due weight is accorded to other microorganisms illustrative of the central theme.
I believe that this book will be of value to all students of microbiology, qualified as well as unqualified. It is rare to find a work of natural philosophy that is so charming, erudite and humorous; I particularly liked: 'Human bites are not common, most people having neither the temperament nor the teeth for it.' The illustrations are plain and well drawn, the references are few but apposite, and the book is a pleasure to read.
ROSALINDE HURLEY
Professor of Microbiology,
University of London Section Editor, Section of Pathology Recent Advances in Anesthesia and Analgesia, No. 12 edited by C Langton Hewer and R V S Atkinson pp x + 268 illustrated £9 Edinburgh &c.: Churchill Livingstone 1976 Few clinicians manage to read more than a fraction of the articles relevant to their daily practice and even fewer delve into articles on the scientific basis of their subject. The 'Recent Advances' series helps to repair these omissions by providing a series of comprehensive reviews on topics relevant to current clinical practice.
The twelfth edition is no exception. The subjects covered include new drugs, an2esthesia for pediatric surgery, endoscopy and transplant surgery, anesthesia and blood diseases, and the safety of anesthetic apparatus. There is a comprehensive review of the problems of operating-theatre pollution and a concise but balanced account of current methods of relieving chronic pain. The authors are all recognized experts in their fields and the general standard of their contributions is high.
This volume is certainly as good as, and in many particulars better than, its predecessors and will provide a most useful source of information to the clinical anesthetist. It deserves to be widely read. The management of oncological disease is now multidisciplinary, and a specific textbook on radiation oncology could be of limited value unless it is a comprehensive textbook or is to become a standard work in that speciality.
There are several individual contributions in this work, each recognized as having a special interest in its presentation; but, for example, in the chapter on radiobiology the text is concentrated only on the author's research rather than the wider applications of this important scientific area, and this detracts from this chapter's value.
Of the clinical chapters, that on head and neck disease is valuable and to be recommended, but the contribution on reticulosis is disappointing and confusing. In other areas, some important diseases are omitted, and the inclusion of a separate chapter on gastrointestinal disease in a radiotherapy textbook is unusual, and this, coupled with the omission of a separate chapter on pxediatric malignancy, leaves one uncertain of the direction of the book.
There are, moreover, areas where more careful editing is needed, for example, in the presentation of drug names and dosage, and there are also spelling mistakes.
However, one must congratulate the editor on his enthusiasm and his indexing, and the contributors on their technical presentation, tables and photographs, and appreciate the modest cost of the book.
There are now many expensive textbooks of radiotherapy and oncology; it is uncertain into which area this modestly priced book will fall. Technical details on radiation science are available in other works, but this work assumes a basic knowledge of radiotherapy techniques in clinical practice, and creates the impression of being anecdotal. It will perhaps be of most value to those people wishing to read around their speciality and broaden their outlook on radiotherapy. 
